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Sustainability Mission

Sustainability is a journey rather than a destination. The starting point for 
our journey is the fact that the materials we use are inherently 
sustainable and 100% infinitely recyclable which makes them permanent 
materials ideally suited to a circular economy model, but there are other 
steps that need to be taken.

Many of the key elements of Ardagh Group’s sustainability strategy are 
already in place and we have made considerable progress over the last 
years. This now culminates in transparent sustainability reporting in line 
with GRI (Global Reporting Initiative) guidelines.

Our focus is to be the leading supplier of 
inherently sustainable packaging
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Sustainability Strategy

Our strategy is to implement Group sustainability policies 
and mechanisms across our business and jointly working on 
achieving our new 2025 long-term targets.

Sustainability addresses global and regional issues 
concerning the environment, the economy and social 
responsibility, our 3 sustainability pillars. 
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Our New 2025 Long-Term Targets
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Base year 2016
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VISION
To be the preferred 

packaging partner to the 
world’s leading brands

Our Sustainability Pillars

Social & Ethical
- Community Projects
- Code of Conduct and CSR Policy
- Sedex Participation
- EcoVadis Participation
- BSafe! Implementation
- Supply Chain Risk Assessment
- Ethics Hotline
- Talent Development
- Customer Satisfaction Surveys

Economic
- Reducing Material Use
- Minimising Transportation 

Costs
- Shared Value for all 

Stakeholders
- Investment in Local 

Community Projects
- Investing in Energy 

Efficiency Technologies

Environmental
- Ardagh GoGreen Index
- Metal & Glass Targets
- Environmental Management Systems
- LCA Projects
- Environmental Control Standards
- Standard Operating Systems
- Environmental Policy
- Permit Compliance Management
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Click here to view Our 2017 Sustainability Report Online

Our recent 2017 Sustainability Report showcases our achievements and progress towards our 
targets as well as it outlines key programmes and initiatives.

Sustainability Report 2017
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Our Principles

We are doing business on the basis of our Group’s Code of Conduct 
which can be found on our website. 

Our Corporate Social Responsibility Policy, based on the internationally 
recognised ISO 26000 standard, sets forth the following principles:

- Respect for human rights

- Personal ethics

- Respect for stakeholder interests

- Respect for international norms of behavior

- Ethical behavior & transparency

- Employment practices

- Health & safety of consumers

Social & Ethical Responsibility
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Ardagh Group is active on different social & ethical and environmental platforms which
we use to communicate on our progress and achievements with our customers.

We are happy to announce that we have been awarded
‘Gold‘ recognition for our 2017 EcoVadis evaluation, being the
third year in a row we achieved this level.

Sustainability Platforms 
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Ardagh Group‘s ‘BSafe!‘ Health & Safety Programme

Group BSafe! Programme

Our global H&S programme is known as ‘BSafe!’ and has increased in 

importance and focus since its introduction. To protect the health and 

wellbeing of our employees and visitors to our facilities is one of our core 

responsibilities.

We have communicated the BSafe! programme widely across the Group, 

the key insight being that it is not only the employee that is impacted by 

an accident, but also their family and friends. This programme is 

supported by a policy and training programme suited to the workplace, 

which is received by each employee. The importance we place on ‘BSafe!’ 

is reflected in the resources that are invested in it, professional safety 

managers, and developing safety leadership at all locations, delivery of 

training, investment in the maintenance and improvement of safety 

measures and managed communications channels.
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Performance Review for 2015/16
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Metal Performance – At a Glance

Energy Consumption by Primary Energy Source

Steel & Aluminium UseCO2 Scope 1 + 2 Emissions

Water Consumption
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The Metal Packaging Production ProcessThe Metal Packaging Production Process
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Glass Performance - At a Glance

Water Consumption

Energy consumption by primary energy source

CO2 Scope 1 + 2 Emissions

NA
GLASS

40%
CULLET

USE

EU
GLASS

70%
CULLET

USE
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The Glass Packaging Production Process
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Glass & Metal – We Are Part of the Solution!

Raw Materials 
- No scarce resources (e.g. oil)
- Sustainable material stewardship (100% 

and endlessly recyclable)
- Closed loop cooling water systems in most 

plants save scarce water resources

Permanent Materials
- Material is ‘used’ rather than ‘consumed’ and

so remains available for future society
- 100% infinitely recyclable
- No loss of quality
- Prevents waste (no downcycling)
- Highest material recycling rates in the world

Circular Economy
- Permanent materials closing the loop with 

returnable and infinity recyclable one way 
packaging systems

Efficient Supply Chain
- Avoid waste/Recycling
- No cooling required
- Short delivery routes for raw materials

Healthy Products & Long Shelf Life
- Preservation and retained nutritional 

value tackles the increasing demand for 
food and water by the growing world 
population

Low Carbon
- No delayed carbon emissions

Glass & Metal – We Are Part of the Solution!



Glass Packaging – The Netherlands

Ardagh Group was presented with a prestigious Resource Recovery Award in 2015 
for successfully recycling softening pellets at its Dongen plant. These pellets are a 
valuable residual waste product (secondary raw material) from the water treatment 
industry, and are used to substitute limestone as a virgin raw material in the 
production of high quality, clear container glass. The benefits are both financial and 
environmental.

Metal Packaging – United Kingdom

At our Wrexham plant, we replaced the burners in one of the lacquer curing ovens 
with high-efficiency modern design burners. This robust, up-to-date burning system 
saves around 11,000 kWh of energy per year, while also providing a greater degree 
of flexibility for line control.

Glass and Metal are Forever
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Metal Packaging – United States

One Ardagh engineering facility received top 
honours in the 2016 Great American Can 
Roundup Industry Challenge, by recycling 8,732 
pounds of aluminium beverage cans in one 
year. The participation in the challenge 
organized by the Can Manufacturers Institute 
(CMI) raised $3,600 for Ronald McDonald 
House plus an additional $2,000 for other 
charitable organisations. Together, Ardagh
Metal Beverage Packaging plants recycled more 
than 12,000 pounds of cans, raising more than 
$5,000 for charity.

Glass and Metal are 100% Infinitely Recyclable
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Responsible Procurement

Environmental:
- Environmental Management System such as ISO 14001 or Eco-Management

and Audit Scheme (EMAS)
- Reduction Programme – CO2 (eg. Participation in CDP), water waste

Social and Ethical:
- Human Rights
- Right to collective bargaining
- Child labour, slavery, forced or compulsory labour and human trafficing
- Discrimination and diversity
- Harassment and violence
- Anti-corruption
- Workplace conditions, and Health & Safety

It is imperitive for us to establish and maintain a close relationship and work jointly on 
programmes and activities with our suppliers. By that, we strive to create added-value not only for 
us, but also for our suppliers and the respective communities in which we both operate.
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- Permanent Materials are classified as 
materials that once produced can be 
recycled or reused without the loss of 
quality, regardless of how often the 
material is recycled.

- Permanent Materials now have a greater 
focus because of increased consumption 
and growing populations. This brings the 
need for materials that are infinitely 
recyclable in order to serve these 
demands and this concept is known as a 
‘Circular Economy’.

- Glass and metal are excellent examples 
of Permanent Materials – they can be 
endlessly recycled without loss of quality.

Permanent Materials ConceptPermanent Materials Concept



Sustainable Production

Ardagh Group has been actively supporting 
our customers in the development and 
implementation of more environmentally 
friendly packaging design. Weight reduction 
has been a major priority in both the glass 
and metal sectors of our business.

Best in class product design, and production 
simulation technology, combined with 
investment in new process and inspection 
machinery have enabled typical weight 
reductions of 30% in the last 20 years for 
both Glass and Metal standard and 
proprietary containers.

Metal Packaging – Italy

Ardagh’s metal plant in Incisa Scapaccino in Italy has reduced 
its total solvent consumption by circa 10%, as a result of 
implementing an alternative cleaning technology. This 
machine cleans rubber rollers many times and minimises the 
solvent consumption and emissions from solvent vapours. 
This is a good example of Ardagh taking responsibility for 
efficient use of resources and reduction in emissions.

Glass Packaging – North America

Four of Ardagh Group’s Glass facilities in North America have 
been awarded the Energy Star Plant Certification. Our 
facilities have demonstrated best-inclass energy  
performance, compared to similar plants across the country.
On average, these facilities perform within the top 25%  
nationwide for energy efficiency.
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Further Information

sustainability@ardaghgroup.com
www.ardaghgroup.com




